Although traumatic pseudoaneurysms of the superficial arteries are not uncommon, true aneurysms of the branches of the external carotid artery are rare, with only a few isolated case reports in the literature. [1] [2] [3] [4] Treatment options include surgical excision and embolization. We describe a novel approach that allows effective treatment while minimizing the risk of complications.
risk of rupture. These aneurysms are predisposed to spontaneous expansion, local symptoms, and rupture, and they create a cosmetic defect, making elective treatment an appropriate treatment choice.
The consensus in the literature on the use of an endovascular approach is mainly based on the experience with pseudoaneurysms of the head and neck, and the evidence supports arterial embolization by interventional radiology 6-8 as a treatment option. Endovascular treatment is also established as a safe and effective option in the management of epistaxis. 6, 7 However, complication rates as high as 25% to 39% 6, 7 have been reported and include local inflammation, bleeding, necrosis of skin, neurologic complications, and even aneurysmal rupture. This risk profile may make such treatment modalities less suitable for surface lesions such as facial artery aneurysm. A viable option for the management of true facial artery aneurysms is direct surgical ligation and excision. 9 However, if the incision is placed directly over the artery, an unsightly scar is likely, and there is a considerable risk of facial nerve injury. An indirect approach as used in this case, the use of facial nerve monitoring, and a multidisciplinary approach may reduce the risk of complications of surgery for facial aneurysm and should be considered by a surgeon faced with a patient with facial artery aneurysm.
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